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VfL-Manager Dieter Hoenel3 mit Senta Hoji, Direktor der japanischen

J.League.

ViL empfangt Delegation aus der japanischen J.
League

Am Rande des Bundesliga-Heimspiels gegen Bayer
Leverkusen empfing der VfL am Samstag eine
20-kopfige Delegation des japanischen
Ligaverbandes in der Volkswagen Arena. Anlasslich
von Neubau- und Umstrukturierungsmaf3nahmen der
FulRballarenen in Japan statteten die Vertreter aus

der ersten und zweiten Division der japanischen J.

League den Wdlfen einen Besuch ab.

Unter Fihrung von Thomas Franke, Leiter
Organisation und Stadionbetrieb, ging es zunachst
auf einen Rundgang durch die Volkswagen Arena,
bei welchem die japanischen Vertreter zahlreiche
wertvolle Erkenntnisse gewinnen konnten. ,Die
Wolfsburger Arena ist eines der modernsten Stadien
Deutschlands. Aufgrund seiner GroR3e ist das Stadion
ein ideales Vorbild fir unsere Arenen in Japan®,

so J.League-Direktor Senta Hoji.

Nach dem Rundgang wurde die japanische
Delegation von Dieter Hoenel} begrifit. ,Es ist eine
grolRe Freude fiir uns, Vertreter der japanischen
J.League hier bei uns als Gaste begrif3en zu
durfen®, so der Vorsitzende der
ViL-Geschaftsfiihrung. Trotz der Niederlage gegen
Leverkusen lie3 es sich auch Mittelfeldspieler

Makoto Hasebe nicht

nehmen, seine Landsleute in der Arena zu treffen.
Nach dem Besuch beim VfL stehen flr die

japanischen Verbandsfunktionare in den nachsten
Tagen weitere Stadionbesichtigungen, u.a. in der

Schweiz, auf dem Programm.
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Paul and his grandad lan with Jim Panton at Tynecastle

DAY TO REMEMBER

Until he was seriously injured in a roadside explosion
in Afghanistan, Paul Findlay was unaware of the
major role played by Erskine in the care of wounded
veterans.

The 25-year-old lost a leg after the bomb hit his
armoured vehicle in Helmand Province last year.
Admitting he was lucky to survive the attack, Paul is
currently trying to carve out a new career for himself
after extensive rehabilitation in Selly Oak Hospital in
Birmingham and Surrey’s Headley Court.

He was attending a recent army recovery course run
by the military when he met Jim Panton, Erskine’s
chief executive and was asked to speak at a charity
ball.

1886 -2011

“I had heard all about but to be honest thought
it was for older veterans. It's only recently after
meeting Jim that | have learned exactly what Erskine
does for those wounded in action.” said Rangers fan
Paul.

“I didn't realise how big an organisation it is and
it's important the public realise you can have an
18-year-old who has lost all his limbs referred to as
a veteran.”

Paul’s grandfather lan Kerr is a life-long Jambo and
the pair were guests of the club for the Clydesdale
Bank Premier League clash with Rangers.

I*Jim Panton told me all about Hearts’ link with the
past and | have to admit | didn‘t know anything about
the team which signed up during the first world war
and basically never came back,” he added.

"The Rangers game was a brilliant experience as it
was my first one in Scotland since | came back from
Afghanistan. To be there with my grandad who has
supported Hearts for over 70 years was brilliant,
although there was a bit of banter flying around at
the end!”

Paul, who took part in a recent advertising campaign
for Erskine, is currently enjoying a desk job in
Belfast. Having been offered a placement by Erskine,
he plans to relocate back to Scotland to pursue a
career in PR.

J. LEAGUE

Tynecastle Stadium is the focus of attention for
some of Japan’s top professional clubs today.

A delegation of 22 representatives from |. League
1 and 2 clubs along with key people from the
league and political organisations will watch this
afternoon’s Clydesdale Bank Premier League game
against St Mirren,

The delegation is keen to learn more about
Scottish football and the operations of a successful
professional team in this country. During the day
they will enjoy hospitality in the Gorgie Suite, tour
the stadium and hear presentations after the game
from key club representatives.

2010/11 Season Tickets

Hearts managing director David Southern said: “We
are delighted to welcome such distinguished guests
from the J. League. We are also keen to exchange
views and where possible to share expertise and
ideas.

“Five of Japan'’s top teams will join us including
Cerezo Osaka, Gamba Osaka, Kawasaki Frontale,
Giravanz Kitakyushu and Toshigi Soccer Club.

Itis gratifying to know that the J. League clubs

see Hearts as a good example of a professional
football club and we will be discussing aspects
such as successful youth development and stadium
operations with the delegates.”

Japan are bidding for the 2022 World Cup under the
tagline of 208 Smiles’ and Hearts will be hoping
that there will be closer to 15,000 smiles at full-time
today!
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